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Active from 1968 to 1980, the Third World 
Women’s Alliance was formed to respond to 
the need of women’s organizations within 
the anti-racism and radical leftist 
movements inside the United States. This 
collection includes articles from their 
publication 7riple Jeopardy, as well as 
internal political documents, and poetry. The 
politics contained serve as a direct challenge 
to white academic feminism. 
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Cambiemos al mundo de fase 
Hundiendo al imperio burgues 
Agrupemonos todos 

En la lucha final 

Y se alcen los pueblos 


Por la Internacional (sing two times) 
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No rights reserved. This book is encouraged to 
be reprinted, redistributed, recirculated, made 
accessible by any means necessary. This work is 


not an encouragement to violence; its purpose is 


Long live May Ist 


solely as educational, archival or research Long live the organized workers 


material. 
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The International 


Arise ye prisoners of starvation 

Arise ye wretched of the earth 

For justice thunders condemnation 

A better world's in birth 

No more tradition's chains shall bind us 
Arise ye slaves no more in thrall 

The earth shall rise on new foundations 
We have been naught, we shall be all. 
Tis the final conflict 

Let each stand in his place 

The international working class 


Shall be the human race (sing two times) 


Arriba los pobres del mundo 
De pie los esclavos sin pan 
Y gritemos todos unidos 
Viva la Internacional! 
Removamos todas las trabas 


Que oprimen al proletario 
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Third World Women’s 
Alliance, Women in the 
Struggle (1971) 


A History of the Organization 


The foundation of our present organization was laid 
in December, 1968. Within SNCC, a black women’s 
caucus was formed to begin to address itself to the 
problems that the women of SNCC encountered within 
the organization. Women were generally confined to 
secretarial and/or supportive roles and no matter what 
a woman's capabilities were, never seemed to be able 
to rise above this situation. The women in SNCC who 
had been meeting over a period of several months 
decided that the organization should be expanded 
beyond the confines of SNCC and that we should be 
drawing in women from other organizations, welfare 
mothers, community workers and campus radicals. An 
attempt was made to reach out to these women and 
the name of the organization was changed to the Black 
Women’s Alliance. As of now, the organization is 
independent of SNCC and at the same time, SNCC has 
decided to retain its women’s caucus. 


We decided to form a black women’s organization for 
many reasons. One was and still is the widespread myth 
and concept in the black community of the matriarchy. 
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we've known the shock of relocation 

and the despair of detention camps. 

we've lived the rootless lives of migrant workers 
following the seasons of the sun. 

we are the women whose communities 
are ravaged by poverty, disease and crime. 
our hearts are torn and bleeding as our 
people struggle against alcohol and drugs. 
we have allowed ourselves to be clothed 
in elaborate untruths and misconceptions. 
we have fallen prey to racist ideologies 
and we have been divided. 

we have picked cotton, built houses, 

stood guard and tended the fires 

of each succeeding generation of warriors. 
we are women of the third world 

we stand united with each other 


we stand united with our mentioned 


we are learning to turn the force our anger outward. 


we are learning to nurture the seedlings 


of love growing inward. 


by sister ellice parker 
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We Are Women of the Third 
World 


we are/women of the third world 

we deny and disinherit the 

centuries-old role prescriptions 

for those of our races, and those of our sex. 
we are people engaged in battle 

against our enemies, not against ourselves. 
we've seen our children as casualties 

of the wars/we continue to see themselves as songs 
as songs of our victories. 

we've seen ourselves shackled, brutalized 
and murdered. we've seen the strength of 
our spirits continue to grow. 

we've sold our labor and our souls to survive 
we've seen our men imprisoned and 
unemployed. we know rape, infant mortality 
and starvation. 

we are the women of the farms, the fields 
the barrios, the ghettos and the reservations. 


we've known the lynching and murders of our men. 
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We stated that the concept of the matriarchy was myth 
and that it has never existed in the United States. A 
matriarchy denotes a society where the economic power 
of a group rests in the hands of the women and we all 
know where the economic power of this nation rests. 
Our position would be to expose this myth. 


There was also the widespread concept that by some 
miracle, the oppression of slavery for the black woman 
was not as degrading, not as horrifying, not as barbaric 
as it had been for the blackman. However, we state that 
in any society where men are not yet free, women are 
less free because we are further enslaved by our sex. 


Now we noticed another interesting thing. And that 
is, that with the rise of black nationalism and the 
rejection of white middle class norms and values, that 
this rejection of whiteness—white culture, white norms 
and values — took a different turn when it came to the 
black woman. That is, black men began defining the 
role of black women in the movement. They stated that 
our role was a supportive one, others stated that we 
must become breeders and provide an army; still others 
stated that we had kotex or pussy power. We opposed 
these concepts stating that a true revolutionary 
movement must enhance the status of women. 


Further discussion and study began to point out to us 
the intimate connection between the oppression of 
women and the form of government which was in 
control. We began to see the economic basis of our 


oppression and we became convinced that capitalism 
and imperialism were our main enemies. It is 
economically profitable to exploit and oppress third 
world women. We represent a surplus labor supply, a 
cheap labor supply, a free labor supply (in our homes). 


The development of an anti-imperialist ideology led 
us to recognize the need for Third World solidarity. 
Although Asian, Black, Chicana, Native American and 
Puerto Rican sisters have certain differences, we began 
to see that we were all affected by the same general 
oppressions. Industries Employing mainly third world 
women are among the most exploitative in the country. 
Domestic workers, hospital workers, factory workers 
and farm laborers are prime objects of this exploitation, 
as are the garment workers. 


Southern African Women's 
Participation in the Liberation 
Struggle 


The sisters in Southern Africa are fighting heroically 
on every front, helping to advance and consolidate the 
work of the revolution. Their active presence in the day 
to day struggle is proof of their understanding of the 
need for a world wide struggle against imperialism and 
colonialism. Southern African women are fighting 
alongside their brothers on the front line as liberation 
fighters. They play major roles in providing health care 
services and are active in the educational campaigns. 
These educational campaigns help the masses to 
understand what's happening on the front lines and lay 
the basis for follow through on the transformations 
made by the revolution. These freedom fighters are also 
encouraging the involvement of the family in the 
struggle and educating sisters who remain apathetic so 
that they can become more aware of the importance of 
the revolution. 


Like their brothers and sisters all over the Third World 
and in the U.S., the brothers and sisters of Southern 
Africa are fighting to transform their society. This 
transformation will set the basis to eliminate racial and 
sexual oppression. The struggle is becoming more 
intensified. It will inevitably lead to victory! 
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SWEET SONG OF VICTORY 


We look back at the heroism of the women who 
came before us. The courage and fortitude of past 
generations of working women inspire us to face the 
struggle ahead We look to our sisters in other countries 
and we know that they will continue to change the face 
of the world. We look to sisters here and know that 
there is no turning back from the struggle in America. 
Together we will move forward. 


The women of Chile will soon rise again and sing the 
sweet songs of Latin American liberation. The women of 
Southern Africa will triumph. The women of Palestine 
will have a homeland and we here, too, will someday sit 
together and enjoy the sweet song of victory. 


The women of the Third World Women's Alliance 
express our strongest solidarity with all people who 
would struggle for a better world — a world in which 
racism and oppression have no place. We hold out our 
hope for unity and victory for each of you to take. Hasta 
La Victoria Siempre! 


40 


Stereotypes which are forced upon our peoples and 
which try to mold them with the acceptable white 
values, large use of drugs and alcoholism in our 
respective communities used as escape from the daily 
oppression suffered by our peoples and other problems 
mentioned above gave us the realization that our 
similarities transcended our differences. We realized 
that we would be much more effective and unified by 
becoming a third world women’s organization. So our 
group was expanded to include all third world sisters 
since our oppression is basically caused by the same 
factors and our enemy is the same. The name of the 
organization was changed to reflect this new awareness 
and composition of the group — Third World 
Women’s Alliance. 


Is a Third World Women’s Group Divisive 
to the Liberation Struggle? 


The third world woman must always be fighting 
against and exposing her triple exploitation in this 
society. A third world women’s group can potentially be 
one of the most revolutionary forces confronting the 
U.S. ruling class. The third world woman consciously 
aware of the depth of her oppression and willingness to 
fight against it will never give up until all forms of racist, 
sexist, and economic exploitation is eliminated. 


An independent third world women’s organization, 
rather than divide the national liberation struggle would 


actually enhance that struggle. The rulers of this society 
would like to keep us thinking that the problem is only 
one of racism or that men are inherently the enemy, 
thus diverting our attention from the economic basis of 
our oppression. Thus our brothers who tell us not to get 
involved in women’s liberation fail to realize that this 
idea, if carried out, would tend to contain rather than 
expand the revolutionary fervor of third world women 
and would harm the liberation struggle as a whole. 


An independent third world women’s organization 
gives us the opportunity to reach women who might not 
ordinarily be reached by male-female organizations and 
thus heighten the political consciousness of third world 
women. 


An independent third world women’s group creates 
an atmosphere whereby women who are overly shy 
about speaking in a mixed group about “women’s 
problems” would not have that same hesitation in an all 
women’s group. We can train third world women for 
leadership roles and help them gain confidence in their 
own abilities and help to eliminate the concept of what 
is “feminine” and “masculine.” 


It must be understood that we are not just for civil 
rights for women or civil rights for third world people, 
but for the elimination of all forms of sexist and racist 
oppression — liberation for women and the third world. 
We understand that national liberation can come about 
under an atmosphere of economic equality and 
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It exists in the world today. The Chinese, for example, 
with more than 800 million people in their country, have 
full employment. 


NO REVERSE RACISM 


Let us make no mistake. 7here is no such thing as 
reverse racism. Racism, as it exists in this country 
means the majority's ability to stigmatize, exclude, 
deprive or accord inferior treatment to minority groups. 
Third World people have never had and do not now 
have the means to oppress whites. The term reverse 
racism is itself a tool being used to hold back our 
struggle for equality and further limit our opportunities. 


A few affirmative action programs could never 
constitute a reversal of the whole weight of more than 
300 years of racist history. Reverse racism is a gross 
absurdity and we victims of racism refuse to be cast as 
its perpetrators. 


There is no idea more backward than the idea of 
racial superiority. There is no practice more degraded 
than racial discrimination. In this situation there is only 
one just hatred: hatred of racism. This is a just hatred 
because it is born of love for equality among all human 
beings. Only those who would hold back the progress of 
humanity resist demands for full equality, including 
women's demands. We have the ability to transform the 
society that supports and perpetuates such ideas and 
such practices. 
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educational opportunities were open to us that were not 
available to either whites or to Third World men. 


TRUTH ABOUT THIRD WORLD WOMEN 


The truth of the matter is that Third World women 
have the lowest educational level and the highest 
unemployment rate of any group. When we do work, 
we are the lowest paid. Affirmative action programs 
have provided us with pitifully few jobs in relation to our 
needs. But we cannot sit idly by and watch what 
minimal gains we have made be systematically stripped 
away. 


Vocational schools and universities are being sued by 
whites for admitting supposedly under-qualified Third 
World students. Employers are being sued for hiring 
Asians, Blacks, Latinos, and women and rejecting white 
applicants. Bakke, who successfully sued the University 
of California, and his imitators seek the support of the 
courts in insuring that this country not veer from its 
racist path. They have raised the banner of reversed 
discrimination to rally the most backward and confused 
elements of the white population. And the courts have 
been a willing tool of this reaction. 


Universities and employers should be sued and 
pressured in every conceivable way, but certainly not for 
so-called reverse discrimination. They must be attacked 
for not providing sufficient places for all who would 
study or sufficient employment for all who would work. 
And do not be misled, full employment can be achieved. 
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economic equality cannot be achieved under this 
system. We understand that the elimination of our 
oppression aS women can only be achieved from a 
revolutionary government that understands with the 
help of women the need for women to be liberated. 


It is the position of the Third World Women's Alliance 
that the struggle against racism and imperialism must 
be waged simultaneously with the struggle for women’s 
liberation, and only strong independent socialist 
women’s groups can ensure that this will come about. 


Goals and Objectives 


Our purpose is to make a meaningful and lasting 
contribution to the Third World community by working 
for the elimination of the oppression and exploitation 
from which we suffer. We further intend to take an 
active part in creating a socialist society where we can 
live as decent human beings, free from the pressures of 
racism, economic exploitation, and sexual oppression. 


1. To create a sisterhood of women devoted to the 
task of developing solidarity among the peoples 
of the Third World, based on a socialist ideology 
of struggling for the complete elimination of any 
and all forms of oppression and exploitation 
based upon race, economic status, or sex and to 
use whatever means are necessary to accomplish 
this task. 


2. To promote unity among Third World people 
within the United States in matters affecting the 
educational, economic, social and political life of 
our peoples. 


3. To collect, interpret, and distribute information 
about the Third World, both at home and abroad, 
and particularly information affecting its women. 


4. To establish an education fund to be used to 
promote educational projects, to publish articles, 
and to employ such other media as is necessary 
to carry out such educational projects. 
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SHARPEN THE STRUGGLE AGAINST 
RACISM 


Just as the struggle against racism is sharpening on 
an international scale, it must be sharpened here at 
home as well. Racism is one of the sturdiest 
underpinnings of our society. It has meant that Third 
World people constitute the most impoverished, under- 
educated and underemployed part of the population. It 
is a centuries-old obstacle to unity between Third World 
and white working people. It is a tool of the oppressor. 
It blinds many whites to their true interests. It infects 
all our relations and prevents each one of us from 
realizing our full potential as human beings. 


As Third World women we know that here in America 
the fight against racism is key to our emancipation. 


Today one of the important forms that this fight takes 
is defending and extending the affirmative action 
programs now under attack. The struggle of the '60's in 
which many people lost their lives and many more 
today remain behind bars, produced these gains. This 
struggle cannot be abandoned. 


A short while ago, had you believed the media, you 
would have had the impression that nearly every 
available job in the country was being filled by Third 
World women. The illusion was fostered that Third 
World women were being given every conceivable 
advantage—that innumerable employment and 
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VICTORIES BRING IMPROVEMENTS 


Each year brings another victory and each year the 
condition of women improves. Now, in each of these 
countries, women are taking an active part in national 
reconstruction, in the creation of a new, non- 
exploitative social and cultural life for their people. 


Old ways and habits die hard. Both men and women 
must be educated on the necessity for the full 
participation in society. The battle for improved material 
conditions, most especially sufficient childcare facilities, 
which provide the basis for this full participation—that 
battle is being fought and won. Once the people control 
their own lives, the fight for women's equality is on an 
entirely new footing. 


What must we, here in America, learn from these 
momentous changes which are taking place in our 
world? One fundamental lesson taught us by the 
example of our sisters is that the woman question is 
inextricably bound up with the overall fight for 
liberation. The people's cause cannot be advanced 
without the participation of women. So long as our 
people's oppression continues, the particular problems 
women face will not be resolved. 
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5. To recreate and build solid relationships with our 
men, destroying myths that have been created by 
our oppressor to divide us from each other, and 
to work together to appreciate human love and 
respect. 


Ideological Platform 


We recognize the right of all people to be free. As 
women, we recognize that our struggle is against an 
imperialist, sexist system that oppresses all minority 
peoples as well as exploiting the majority. The United 
States is ruled by a small ruling class clique who use the 
concepts of racism and chauvinism to divide, control 
and oppress the masses of people for economic gain 
and profit. 


We want equal status in a society that does not 
exploit and murder other people and smaller nations. 
We will fight for a socialist system that guarantees full, 
creative, non exploitative lives for all human beings, 
fully aware that we will never be free until all oppressed 
people are free. 


Family 


WHEREAS in a capitalist culture, the institution of the 
family has been used as an economic and psychological 
tool, not serving the needs of people, we declare that 
we will not relate to the private ownership of any 
person by another. We encourage and support the 


continued growth of communal households and the idea 
of the extended family. We encourage alternative forms 
to the patriarchal family and call for the sharing of all 
work (including housework and child care) by men and 
women. 


Women must have the right to decide if and when 
they want to have children. There is no such thing as an 
illegitimate child. There should be free and SAFE family 
planning methods available to all women, including 
abortions if necessary. 


There should be no forced sterilization or mandatory 
birth control programs which are presently used as 
genocide against third world woman and against other 
poor people. 


Employment 


WHEREAS third world women in a class society have 
been continuously exploited through their work, both in 
the home and on the job, we call for: 


1. Guaranteed full, equal and non exploitative 
employment, controlled collectively by the 
workers who produce the wealth of this society. 


2. Guaranteed adequate income for all. This would 
entail the sharing of non-creative tasks and the 
maximum utilization of revolutionary technology 
to eliminate these tasks. 
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COMBAT RACISM NOW 


Following excerpts are from the Third World Women's 
Alliance's International Women's Day speech given at 
their celebration on March 13, 1977. 


In their struggles the sisters and brothers of South 
Africa and Zimbabwe have demonstrated an unflinching 
resistance to fascist terror that is a model for oppressed 
people everywhere. A people's claim to freedom so 
persistent and so righteous cannot be denied. Vorster 
and Smith and all they represent will be brought down. 
Women will have a hand in dismantling their regimes 
and in the establishment and consolidation of people's 
power. They will be right there with the brothers on the 
glorious days of victory in Southern Africa. And they will 
claim that victory as their own. 


The women of Southern Africa are able to look to not 
only their own mothers and grandmothers for example 
but also to the participation of women around the world 
in national liberation struggles. 


The legendary valor of the women of Vietnam, on the 
front lines and at the negotiating table, helped bring 
about a stunning defeat of U.S. Imperialism. Soon after, 
the heroic women of Guinea-Bissau joined their 
brothers in proclaiming independence from Portuguese 
colonialism. Mozambique and Angola followed and again 
women shared in these triumphs. 
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Given the mutual commitment of third world men 
and third world women alike to the liberation of our 
people and other oppressed peoples around the world, 
the total involvement of each individual is necessary. A 
revolutionary has the responsibility of not only toppling 
those who are now in a position of power, but creating 
new institutions that will eliminate all forms of 
oppression. We must begin to rewrite our 
understanding of traditional personal relationships 
between man and woman. 


All the resources that the third world community can 
muster must be channeled into the struggle. Third 
world women must take an active part in bringing about 
the kind of society where our children, our loved ones, 
and each citizen can grow up and live as decent human 
beings, free from the pressures of racism and capitalist 
exploitation. 


JALISM, SEXISM 
Sept.-Oct. 1972 


THIRD WORLD WOMEN®S A 
| 346 We 20 STe , NY- 


. An end to the racism and sexism which forces 


third world women into the lowest paying service 
jobs and which ensures that we will be the lowest 
paid of all. 


. The establishment of free day care centers 
available to all, including facilities for preschool 
and older children. 
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Sex Roles 


WHEREAS behavior patterns based on rigid sex roles 
are oppressive to both men and women, role integration 
should be attempted. The true revolutionary should be 
concerned with human beings and not limit themselves 
to people as sex objects. Furthermore, whether 
homosexuality is societal or genetic in origin, it exists in 
the third world community. The oppression and 
dehumanizing ostracism that homosexuals face must be 
rejected and their right to exist as dignified human 
beings must be defended. 


Education 


WHEREAS women historically have been deprived of 
education, or only partially educated and miseducated 
in those areas deemed appropriate for them by those 
ruling powers who benefit from this ignorance, we call 
for: 


1. The right to determine our own goals and 
ambitions. 


2. An end of sex roles regarding training and skills. 


3. Self-Knowledge—the history of third world 
women and their contributions to the liberation 
struggle, their relation to society and the 
knowledge of their bodies. 
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occupied before the armed struggle, the whole 
movement and the whole struggle will have retreated in 
terms of truly freeing the colonized population. 


We must begin to understand that a revolution 
entails not only the willingness to lay our lives on the 
firing line and get killed. To die for the revolution is a 
one-shot deal; to live for the revolution means taking on 
the more difficult commitment of changing our day-to- 
day life patterns. 


This will mean changing the routines that we have 
established as a result of living in a totally corrupting 
society. It means changing how you relate to your wife, 
your husband, your parents, and your co-workers. If we 
are going to liberate ourselves as a people: It must be 
recognized that third world women have very specific 
problems that have to be spoken to. 


To assign women the role of housekeeper and 
mother while men go forth into battle is a highly 
questionable doctrine for a revolutionary to maintain. 
Each individual must develop a high political 
consciousness in order to understand how this System 
enslaves us all and what actions we must take to bring 
about its total destruction. Those who consider 
themselves revolutionary must begin to deal with other 
revolutionaries as equals. And, so far as I know, 
revolutionaries are not determined by sex. 
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that the third world masses deal with, for our problems 
in reality are one and the same. 


If the white groups do not realize that they are in fact 
fighting capitalism and racism, we do not have common 
bonds. If they do not realize that the reasons for their 
condition lie in the System and not simply that men get 
a vicarious pleasure out of “consuming their bodies for 
exploitative reasons” (this kind of reasoning seems to 
be quite prevalent in certain white women’s groups), 
then we cannot unite with them around common 
grievances or even discuss these groups in a serious 
manner because they’re completely irrelevant to the 
third world struggle. 


THE NEW WORLD 


The third world community and Third World Women 
especially must begin raising questions about the kind 
of society we wish to see established. We must note the 
ways in which capitalism oppresses us and them move 
to create institutions that will eliminate these 
destructive influences. 


The new world that we are attempting to create must 
destroy oppression of any type. The value of this new 
system will be determined by the status of the person 
who was low man on the totem pole. Unless women in 
any enslaved nation are completely liberated, the 
change cannot really be called a revolution. If the third 
world woman has to retreat to the position she 
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Services 


WHEREAS the services provided for the masses of 
third world people have been inadequate, unavailable, 
or too expensive, administered in a racist, sexist 
manner, we demand that all services necessary to 
human survival—healthcare, housing, food, clothing, 
transportation and education—should be free and 
controlled and administered by the people who use 
them. 


Our Own Right 


WHEREAS we do not believe that any person is the 
property of any other and whereas all people must 
share equally in the decisions which affect them, we 
hereby demand: 


1. That third world women have the right to 
determine their own lives, not lives determined by 
their fathers, brothers, or husbands. 


2. That all organizations and institutions (including 
all so-called radical, militant and/or so-called 
revolutionary groups) deal with third world 
women in their own right as human beings and 
individuals, not as property of men and only 
valued in relationship to their association or 
connection with some man. 
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3. That third world women be full participants on all 
levels of the struggle for national liberation, i.e. 
administrative, political and military. 


Self-Defense 


WHEREAS the struggle for liberation must be borne 
equally by all members of an oppressed people, we 
declare that third world women have the right and 
responsibility to bear arms. Women should be fully 
trained and educated in the martial arts as well as in 
the political arena. Furthermore, we recognize that it is 
our duty to defend all oppressed peoples. 


What is the Third World? 


The term "third world" is a relatively new word and 
many people do not understand what this concept 
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Third World Women for total emancipation. While there 
are certain comparisons that one can make because we 
both live under the same exploitative System, there are 
certain differences, some of which are quite basic. 


The white woman’s movement is far from being 
monolithic. Any white women’s group that does not 
have an anti-imperialist and anti-racist ideology has 
absolutely nothing in common with the third world 
woman struggle. In fact, some groups come to the 
incorrect conclusion that their oppression is due simply 
to male chauvinism. They therefore have an extremely 
anti-male tone to their dissertations. Third world people 
are engaged in a life-and-death struggle and the main 
emphasis of Third World women must be to combat the 
capitalist, racist exploitation of third world people. While 
it is true that male chauvinism has become 
institutionalized in American society, one must always 
look for the main enemy — the fundamental cause of 
the female condition. 


Another major differentiation is that the white 
women’s movement is basically middle class. Very few 
of these women suffer the extreme economic 
exploitation that most third world women are subjected 
to day by day. This is the factor that is most crucial for 
us. It is not an intellectual persecution alone; it is not 
an intellectual outburst for us; it is quite real. We as 
third world women have got to deal with the problems 
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jeopardize their husband and children. They 
cant be reached until they realize how their 
husbands’ and children's liberation is involved 
in the women’s fight. 


These are the primary problems in reaching 
women: how to systematically build 
confidence in women to take on political 
tasks, and how to deal with the different 
strata of women. We must also educate men 
to the special problems of women surrounding 
their special relationship to children and the 
bearing of children. 


The more vocal sectors of the women's liberation 
movement (being the white, middle-class feminists) 
have laid out an analysis whereby male chauvinism and 
the family are women's primary source of oppression. 
We as Third World Women must ask ourselves if our 
struggle is in fact the one laid down by the feminist 
movement. As one sister put it—how can we argue 
about who is going to take out the garbage when our 
families do not have enough food for there to be any 
garbage?!? 


Relationship to White Movement 


Much has been written recently about the white 
women’s liberation movement in the United States and 
the question arises whether there are any parallels 
between this struggle and the movement on the part of 
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means. We, therefore, offer the following brief 
explanation of its derivation and meaning. The first 
world consists of the capitalist-imperialist nations, 
including the chief oppressor of humanity, the United 
States, as well as the much weakened European nations 
of England, France, Germany, Belgium, Portugal, etc. 
and more recently, Israel. 


The second world is composed of socialist nations led 
by the USSR and includes Czechoslovakia, Poland, East 
Germany, Bulgaria and other white socialist nations of 
Eastern Europe. These nations have broken the 
bondage of capitalism and are working to create 
socialist societies. 


The Third World consists of the colonized or formerly 
colonized countries of the world. These include the 
nations and peoples of Asia, Africa, and Latin America. 
They have the unique distinction of having been 
oppressed and pillaged by the first world, i.e. by the 
colonialist European and American powers. 


The advent of western industrialization brought with 
it imperialist expansion and oppression of the nations 
and peoples of the Third World. However, this 
industrialization also perfected communication and 
transportation systems which had the effect of exposing 
the international nature of the oppressor. 


Through the process of slavery, African peoples found 
themselves scattered through the world, all victims of 
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systemic exploitation by the Western powers. The Asian 
peoples likewise, found their lands invaded and pillaged 
and their cultures and religions trampled upon and 
repressed. The original inhabitants of Latin America had 
the unfortunate experience of having been "discovered" 
by Europe, and as a result were colonized and their 
population completely decimated. After throwing off the 
chains of European feudalism, the Latin American 
population—made up of people of Spanish-Indian- 
African ancestry were immediately re-colonized by their 
northern neighbor, the United States. And the familiar 
process of rape, murder and exploitation was continued. 


Within the confines of the United States, the third 
world consists of the descendants of people from Asia, 
Africa or Latin America. This community is made up of 
Afro-Americans, Puertoriquenos, Chicanos, Latinos, 
Asian-Americans, Native Americans and Eskimos. We 
have all suffered from the same kind of exploitation and 
colonial oppression as our brothers and sisters in our 
homelands. 


Nations and peoples can be part of the Third World 
(by definition) and still be oppressors and exploiters, 
however. Japan is the classic example of this reality. 
Several African countries are run by puppets of neo- 
colonialism and are a further example of this fact. And 
need we mention Roy Wilkins again, or Governor 
Ferre?’ Or Chiang Kai-shek? or Mobutu and on and on. 
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mobilized first from out of the family for their 
everyday interests. This must develop slowly 
to higher forms of struggle. At the same time, 
it is necessary to pay Close attention to the 
secret nuclear organization. Even the name of 
mass organizations must be suitable for 
tallying the masses of women. At each stage 
of the struggle, we had a different name for 
the organization. Each strata of women have 
their own interest. and taking this into 
account we must base our program on the 
broadest masses of women. Each grouping of 
women must be mobilized into Class 
organizations—student, worker, etc, and also 
into the general women’s organization. We 
must persistently educate the masses of 
women. We must understand their capabilities 
and develop them. We must show women 
they are oppressed and show them the roots 
of their oppression. The cadre must be "three 
together"--must eat, work, and live together 
with the people. Women in the cadre must be 
intimately familiar with the lives and problems 
of women in other strata of society and know 
how to reach them. 


Women are socialized to be sentimental and 
emotional, so they are easily responsive to 
political teachings. Many women, though they 
are politically conscious, are afraid to 
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nature of the Third World Women's movement can and 
should be: 


We had to fight three levels of oppression as 
women—imperialism, class exploitation, and 
oppression in the family as women, especially 
from the husband. Now, women are equal to 
men in their duties and obligations as well as 
fights. As the present struggle develops, 
womens attention has been increasingly 
focused on gaining national independence and 
socialism. Without these two things 
Vietnamese women cannot liberate ourselves. 


For each stage of development, there must be 
a correct policy and a program suitable for 
women. Revolutionary tasks must serve the 
immediate situation. 


In the first stage, women were only organized 
into the general movement. Little by little, we 
launched a separate movement of women as 
part of the general movement. We launched 
the "Three Responsibility Movement" with 
contents suitable for women and linking them 
to the interest of the whole nation. 


We needed suitable forms for rallying the 
people—you just cant call women to 
revolution, you must organize them from 
lower to higher levels. Women must be 
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It would be a mistake, therefore, to think that the 
concept of the third world represents an ideology unto 
itself. When we use this term, it merely describes lands 
and peoples who have suffered the oppression and 
exploitation of colonialism. 


Some people use this expression in an attempt to cop 
out of the ever-sharpening conflict between 
revolutionary and counter-revolutionary forces in the 
world. They talk about adopting a position of 
"neutrality." In spite of these proclamations, the fact 
remains that there can be no middle road. 


You cannot be neutral in the world today. There can 
be no fence straddlers. We are engaged in a war to the 
finish between the oppressed and the oppressors; 
between those who produce the wealth of the world 
and those who own it. 


To combat an international enemy (i.e. imperialism) 
an international resistance is needed, therefore the 
need for third world unity. 


The concept of Third World unity encompasses the 
struggles for liberation in the Americas, the Caribbean 
and the continents of Africa and Asia. It is our belief 
that a socialist is committed to the liberation struggle of 
African, Asian and Latin peoples, wherever they may be. 
These struggles must be interlocked with one another in 
order to obtain the most effective results. It is clear, 
therefore, that mass migration back to our respective 
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homelands is not necessary for Black and other Third 
World peoples to achieve freedom. 


We must likewise be concerned with the long range 
results of our struggles. Since we have a common 
oppressor, we must also have the same goals. We must 
try to achieve a society which is free from racism and 
the exploitation of man by his fellow man, nation by 
nation, or woman by man. All Third World people have 
suffered under the yoke of white racism and economic 
pillage by the white imperialist powers. 


In spite of cultural differences, this common historical 
oppression unites us in the struggle to eradicate these 
evils. We occupy a unique place at a critical time in 
history. We are located in the belly of the monster. 
China has cut off a tentacle; Cuba has cut off a 
tentacle; Vietnam has cut off a tentacle; Guinea-Bissau 
and the Palestinian guerilla struggles are in the process 
of cutting off yet another tentacle. But these very 
important events have only weakened this octopus. It is 
up to the Third World peoples living in the belly of the 
beast to destroy his ability to reproduce; we must kill it. 


Third World people of the United States, the SAKE OF 
HUMANITY IS IN OUR HANDS! 
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The Role of Women in the 
Struggle 
Core Group TWWA -1974 


As Third World people we must reflect upon our 
history and we must use that history as a stepping 
stone. As people involved in the struggle, we must 
begin to address ourselves to unity, equality, and the 
correct ideology and practice. WE FEEL THE NEED TO 
FORM A WOMEN'S FRONT WITHIN THE THIRD WORLD. 
NOT AS A SEPARATIST GROUP, BUT AS A MOVING 
FORCE WITHING THE UNITED STRUGGLE, to serve 
certain functions that as we Third World Women must 
deal with. The relationship between man and woman 
cannot be one of inferior and superior. Each is separate 
and unique but work together to create change. We feel 
the need to create relationships where we do things not 
according to sex, but by who is best capable of doing a 
task. 


An example of the realization of the necessity to have 
women become involved in every level of struggle are 
the Vietnamese women. In a country where the highest 
level of struggle is being waged at this time, the women 
in Vietnam have correctly analyzed the situation and 
joined an independent women's organization. The 
following paragraphs are notes taken by a sister at a 
meeting with the Vietnamese Women's Union in Hanoi. 
They provide some valuable insights into what the 
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development of the whole group so that each individual 

per se becomes dispensable. Actual commitment should Why Do We Study? 
never be mistaken simply for "time put in" alone. 
Rather, each person's commitment should be examined 
critically to determine what kind of use was made of the 


1. To equip ourselves with the knowledge of the art 
and science of making a revolution. 


time, and, what kind of development of themselves and 2. To build iron discipline, a firm commitment to a 
others took place due to his participation during the life of struggle for world socialism and an end of 
"time put in". exploitation and oppression. 


` 3. To build revolutionary strength, initiative and 
TH | RD'WORL D'WOMENS imagination. 
LL! A N Ca 4. To fight petty-bourgeois tendencies: 


a) Individualism 

b) Selfishness 

c) Greed 

d) Ultra Democracy 
i e) Liberalism 

D f) Petty Bickering 
g) Elitism 

h) Opportunism 


5. To build a collective spirit. 


6. To weed out corrosive elements through practice 


and testing people. 


| 
C ne 7. To train advanced cadres who will further 


RACISM & | organize other women and who will organize a 
SEXISM revolutionary mass organization of working 
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women and other progressive elements in our 
various communities. 


8. To understand how the role of Third World 
Women in the home and in society at large fits 
into the general role of Third World people in this 
country and to fully understand how our struggle 
as Third World Women fits in the struggle against 
exploitation and oppression of the peoples of 
various communities. 


9. To provide ourselves with a tool which will be a 
guide to action on changing the conditions of our 
lives, our children and our loved ones. 


3 5 SP, 
GNE 


VE IG 
Seema 
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not have a scientific understanding of the historical 
forces which create revolution. They still fall under the 
mistaken bourgeois illusion that history is made by a 
few special individuals rather than recognizing that it is 
the contradictions in the world and in our society which 
impel it toward inevitable change. Of course, this does 
not mean that there is no need, then, for commitment, 
and that we can just sit back and let history take its 
course, In fact, such an understanding requires a much 
more serious commitment, more than just "favors," It 
demands a commitment to the development of the 
political and ideological formation of the revolutionary 
masses through study and practical struggles so that 
they are prepared to fulfill their future role as the 
makers of history. 


Another similar misconception of commitment which 
occurs in the movement today can be described as the 
long-term liability "commitment". This is often like the 
"liberal contribution" type of commitment just 
described, but extended over a protracted period. It is 
often more subtle because it looks like long-term 
dedication. What often occurs, however, with this kind 
of so-called commitment is that a person will stay with 
an organization for an extended period of time but not 
really commit themselves to the political formation and 
development of that organization and its members. In 
many cases, people carve out a niche for themselves 
within an organization which makes them indispensable 
to its continued functioning, rather than ensuring the 
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hassled by it can just move on to another organization 
more to their liking or even start one of their own! 


Another problem that arises in the movement which 
affects commitment is that organizations usually recruit 
new members from other movement groups, rather 
than from the general population. This is done through 
various means; often by flattery, and promotes 
sectarianism and disunity among movement groups. 
Usually there is little commitment to the further political 
development of the people recruited in this manner, 
because the purpose of such recruitment is primarily to 
build the size of the group as opposed to other groups, 
rather than to develop the leaders which the 
revolutionary movement needs. 


Another problem is that people often join the 
movement based on an incorrect and liberal definition 
of commitment. Such people look upon themselves as 
consultants rendering services or doing favors for the 
movement, They often assume that their organization 
could not survive without them and expect thanks and 
spec i al recognition for their services. These 
condescending attitudes often occur with people from 
academic backgrounds who have a bloated image of 
what they have to offer, They are also particularly 
common among people who are more appreciated in 
the larger society, such as white men as opposed to 
third world people and white women. Such 
condescending attitudes indicate that these people do 
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On Commitment 
November 1971 


We would like to take this opportunity to talk about 
the question of commitment, touching on some of the 
problems concerning this question which occurs today 
in the movement. 


We want to. emphasize that we are not trying to lay 
down the "final word" on the question of commitment 
which you should then all use in Judging your own 
commitment. Rather, we just want to lay out some of 
the ideas that we have come up with in thinking about 
this question, which we hope will inspire further 
thinking about it on the part of all of us. 


"Commitment" is often described as an option open to a 
person, This definition is largely conditioned by the way 
we live and view life under capitalism. That is, our life 
under capitalism becomes a series of acts of choice 
between different brands in a market, True, there are 
such options—like the choice between brand names, or 
between this job or that job. But the important point to 
recognize is that to get out of the clutches of capital, 
there are no "options" but one: the revolutionary path. 
Therefore, revolution is not an option, but an 
imperative, just as in a slave revolt, a slave is not taking 
the "option" of helping other slaves gain their freedom. 
Rather he is taking the only course left open to him as a 
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human being in a certain historical moment. Because of 
this, his course of action is not an option, but an 
imperative. 


If commitment then, is conceived of as an option, 
this is due to ignorance about the historical moment in 
which we live, and also, therefore, about what the 
historical imperative presented to us is, Committing 
oneself to the revolutionary movement is not a favor to 
others, but rather an awakening of one's consciousness, 
a recognition of the historical imperative—the "only 
option" open to us at this point in history. 


We want to talk now about some of the problems 
which arise for people who have already made such a 
commitment to the movement, One of these is the 
contradiction that arises for us because we want to do 
movement work but at the same time we have to do 
other work in order to survive. Certainly it would be nice 
if we could commit all of our time to doing movement 
work. Being faced, however, with the need to provide 
ourselves with the necessities of life, we are required to 
take some time out from our movement activities to 
deal with these bread and butter issues. Thus we are 
faced with the contradiction of having to live in two 
worlds: the world of capitalism in which we must work 
to provide for our livelihood, and the world of the 
movement in which we work because we recognize the 
necessity of it. This is not unique to our situation. In all 
pre-revolutionary situation, people who have committed 
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themselves to active participation in building the 
movement for revolutionary change have found 
themselves faced with the contradict ion of having to 
live in two different worlds, In the past this problem has 
been solved in two different ways. 


Tonight, however, we are not going to try to pose 
possible solutions to this problem for our movement. 
We want to point out however, that this is a problem 
which our movement faces, and for which it must find 
creative solutions. 


II. 


This leads us to the question of commitment in the 
movement to day. There are many problems within the 
movement which allow many people to shirk the real 
responsibility of actual commitment. One of these is 
that the movement today is composed_of an ever 
increasing number of disunited groups, many of them 
temporary, with new ones being born and not-quite-so- 
new ones dying out every day Therefore, movement 
people who want to join an organization have a wide 
variety from which to choose. People can easily float 
from one organization to another or dabble in many, 
much like choosing between brand. names at the 
grocery store. This provides a setting in which no one is 
required to think much about a really serious 
commitment to the political development of an 
organization or group. If an organization tries to impose 
discipline on its members, those who don't want to be 
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